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AIM
Test different explanations as to the origins of the Knobe effect empirically confronting moral, emotional or tradeoff explanations.

The Knobe effect (Knobe, 2003)

Explanations
Moral (Knobe, 2010): Pervasive effect of
moral considerations on social processes.
Emotional (Naddelhoffer, 2004): The pervasive effects of moral considerations on social processes is done through emotions of blame
and praise.
Tradeoff (Machery, 2008): People consider that a side-effect was
brought about intentionally if it can be construed as a “price” the
agent was willing to pay in order to bring about the desired effect.

Methods
Agent’s foreknowledge:

66 participants (37 males):
2 cohorts Colombia and France.

Has complete foreknowledge vs completely lacks foreknowledge.

Variables:

Magnitude of the side-effect:

Extreme vs moderate (eg: environmental catastrophe vs harm to the
environment).

Moral valence of the side-effect: positive vs negative.

Results
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Mean Intention Attribution Score (IAS).

5
4
3

Discussion
•

Results point towards a moral origin of the Knobe effect.

•

There seems to be no role of emotions.

•

Effect of foreknowledge: partially disprove Guglielmo & Malle, 2010.

•

Methodological considerations (Naddelhoffer, 2006a).
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All conditions

Foreknowledge No foreknowledge Extreme
Side-effects

•

No difference between cohorts.

•

Significant effect of the moral valence of the side-effect.

•

Significant effect of the agent's foreknowledge.

•

No effect of the magnitude of the side-effect.

Moderate
Side-effects
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